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Table Saw

Teacher Reference Page

Recommended Level(s) of use/Supervision

High School 

Independent student use (with permission)

Middle School
Teacher use only

Elementary 

Teacher use only

Notes:

· Instructors may want to add additional items that are specific references to unique machines or circumstances in their specific lab.

Reference:

Table Saw

Safety Rules

1. Always wear eye protection.

2. Never use a machine until you have taken the safety test, received 100% and have been given the instructor’s permission.

3. Always remove all jewelry and loose clothing and tie back long hair.  

4. Never stand in line with the blade.  This protects you from being hit if a kickback occurs.

5. Always use the splitter when cutting completely through the wood.  

6. Always use the guard when operating the table saw under normal circumstances.  The instructor must specifically approve any operation that requires removal of the guard.

7. Stock must be a minimum of 12” long unless you receive specific permission from the instructor.

8. Always use a push stick when cutting narrow stock less then 4” wide.  

9. Always wait for the blade to stop before removing small scraps.    

10. Set the blade so that it extends not more then 1/8” above the wood to be cut.

11. Never cut warped or round stock on the table saw.  

12. Stock must be surfaced with at least one true jointed edge before ripping.

13. Never saw freehand.  Always use the fence or the miter gauge.  

14. Never use the rip fence and miter gauge at the same time when cutting completely through the wood.  Kickback will occur.

15. Always use a tail off person when operating the table saw.

16. Never reach over the blade to grab stock.

17. The operator must Always push the stock completely past the blade.  The tail off person should Never pull stock through the blade.

18. Never cut through a loose knot.
19. Never make an angled or bevel cut on the table saw without specific permission from the instructor.
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Operating Procedure

RIPPING

1. You must pass the safety exam for the table saw at 100% before using the table saw.

2. Ask the instructor’s permission to use the table saw.
3. Remove loose clothing and jewelry, tie back long hair and roll up long sleeves.
4. Set the blade to the correct height (1/8” higher then your stock).
5. Make sure that the guard is in place and operating properly.  (Any exceptions to using the guard must be directly supervised by the instructor).

6. Set the fence to the correct position (If cutting solid stock, remember to add the appropriate amount for finish jointing).

7. Make sure that your tail off person is stationed at the backside of the saw.

8. Turn the saw on.

9. Stand slightly to the left of the blade

10. Your left hand holds the stock down and against the fence, while your right hand pushes the stock forward

11. Feed the stock through the saw 

· Use a push stick for any stock less then 4” wide 

· Hold the stock down and against the fence

· Push the stock completely past the blade

· The tail off person should help maintain position of the stock and the cutoff after the lead end is past the blade and guard.

· The tail off person should not pull the stock through the blade.

12. The tail off person should remove the stock and cutoff from the table saw surface 

13. Turn the saw off.

14. Lower the blade below the table

15. Remove any scraps from the table.

Table Saw

Operating Procedure

CROSSCUTTING

1. You must pass the safety exam for the table saw at 100% before using the table saw.

2. Ask the instructor’s permission to use the table saw.
3. Remove loose clothing and jewelry, tie back long hair and roll up long sleeves.
4. Set the blade to the correct height (1/8” higher then your stock).

5. Make sure that the guard is in place and operating properly.

6. Check the Miter Gauge for squareness and place it in the left miter gauge slot.

7. Move the fence out of the way.

8. Place your stock on the front of the miter gauge. 
· Hold the miter gauge with your right hand.
· Hold the stock with your left hand.
· Keep your body to the left side of the blade.
9. Turn the saw on.
10. Move the stock slowly to the blade and check for position. 
· Adjust if necessary and recheck.
11. Push the stock slowly through the blade. 
12. Pull the miter gauge and stock back.

13. Do not attempt to remove scraps from near the blade!

14. Turn the saw off.

15. Lower the blade below the table.

16. Remove any scraps from the table.
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Name: ____________________
Safety Test 





Date:  ______________
You must answer all questions correctly, or you will have to retake the test before you will be allowed to operate the table saw.

True or False  (Indicate if the statement is TRUE or FALSE by printing the correct answer in the blank.)
1. _______
You must use the guard unless specific permission is obtained from the instructor.

2. _______
You must use a push stick when cutting wood less then 4” wide.

3. _______
The splitter must always be used when cutting through the stock.

4. _______
It is safe to remove short cutoffs when the saw blade is still moving.

5. _______
The blade can be set to any height as long as it cuts through the stock.  

6. _______
It is safe to saw warped or twisted wood.

7. _______
It is safe saw freehand (without using the fence or miter gauge). 

8. _______
The operator should stand directly in front of the saw blade while operating the table saw.

9. _______
The operator should devote 100% attention to the stock and saw when operating the table saw.

10. _______
The stock edge that goes against the fence must be trued (jointed so that it is straight) 

11. _______
You must wear eye protection when operating the table saw. 

12. _______
A tail off person must assist when ripping on the table saw.

13. _______
The tail off person should never pull stock through the blade.

14. _______
It is safe to cut through a loose knot on the table saw.
Fill in the blanks  (PRINT the correct answer from the word bank in the appropriate blanks below)

15. You must __________ the blade below the tabletop when done using the table saw.
16.  It is always unsafe to reach over the __________ when the saw is running.
Multiple Choice: Select the best answer and Print the answer neatly in the blank provided.
17. You may use a machine if _________________________________________________________.

a. You have the instructor’s permission
b. You have passed the safety test with a 100%
c. The instructor is in the shop

d. All of the above

18. Set the height of the blade ______________ above the stock.

a. 1/32”

b. 1/4” 

c. 1”

d. 1/8” 

19. Stock must be at least ______ long to safely rip on the table saw unless specific permission is obtained from the instructor.

a. 6”

b. 12”

c. 18”

d. 24” 

20. Never use the ___________________________________ when cutting completely through the stock.

a. miter gauge and rip fence

b. miter gauge and guard
c. push stick and rip fence

d. guard and rip fence 
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Name: ANSWER KEY
Safety Test 





Date:  ______________
You must answer all questions correctly, or you will have to retake the test before you will be allowed to operate the planer surfacer.

True or False  (Indicate if the statement is TRUE or FALSE by printing the correct answer in the blank.)
1. TRUE
You must use the guard unless specific permission is obtained from the instructor.

2. TRUE
You must use a push stick when cutting wood less then 4” wide.

3. TRUE
The splitter must always be used when cutting through the stock.

4. FALSE
It is safe to remove short cutoffs when the saw blade is still moving.

5. FALSE
The blade can be set to any height as long as it cuts through the stock.  

6. FALSE
It is safe to saw warped or twisted wood.

7. FALSE
It is safe saw freehand (without using the fence or miter gauge). 

8. FALSE
The operator should stand directly in front of the saw blade while operating the table saw.

9. TRUE
The operator should devote 100% attention to the stock and saw when operating the table saw.

10. TRUE
The stock edge that goes against the fence must be trued (jointed so that it is straight) 

11. TRUE
You must wear eye protection when operating the table saw. 

12. TRUE
A tail off person must assist when ripping on the table saw.

13. TRUE
The tail off person should never pull stock through the blade.

14. FALSE
It is safe to cut through a loose knot on the table saw.
Fill in the blanks  (PRINT the correct answer from the word bank in the appropriate blanks below)

15. You must LOWER the blade below the tabletop when done using the table saw.
16.  It is always unsafe to reach over the BLADE when the saw is running.
Multiple Choice: Select the best answer and Print the answer neatly in the blank provided.
17. You may use a machine if ALL OF THE ABOVE.

a. You have the instructor’s permission
b. You have passed the safety test with a 100%



c. The instructor is in the shop

d. All of the above

18. Set the height of the blade  1/8”  above the stock.

a. 1/32”

b. 1/4” 

c. 1”

d. 1/8” 

19. Stock must be at least   12 “    long to safely rip on the table saw unless specific permission is obtained from the instructor. 
a. 6”

b. 12”

c. 18”

d. 24”
20. Never use the MITER GAUGE AND RIP FENCE when cutting completely through the stock.



a. miter gauge and rip fence

b. miter gauge and guard
c. push stick and rip fence

d. guard and rip fence 

Word Bank
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Word Bank


instructor	helper		blade		raise		lower		fence		never








Revised May 2004


